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Aire Faire Il
By Mike Lurski

"Life is merrier with an Airedale terrier," as a popular
bumper sticker asserts, was never so true as on Sunday, June
19th, at our third annual Aire Faire, held at the home of our
Airedale Rescue president, Joey Fineran.

The day began very positively with the local weather
forecasters announcing that expected showers and storms
were diverting south, thus promising what turned out to be a
pleasant, sunny day. By 11 a.m., all was ready for the first arri-
vals, human and canine. Canopies, chairs, water bowls, and dog
pens were in place. Deb Ciancarelli had hamburgers and hot
dogs sizzling on the grill.  Drinks were on ice. Salads, desserts,
and covered dishes waited.

About forty rescue adopters and other Airedale own-
ers, along with approximately two dozen Airedales, mostly res-
cues, and a Chihuahua, a poodle, and a giant Schnauzer showed
up. Possibly because it was Fathers Day, attendance was down
by about half compared to the two past years.

However, it was a welcomed occasion to once again meet
or reacquaint oneself with other adopters, Rescue volunteers,
Airedale owners and a variety of Airedales, all apparently thriv-
ing in their forever homes. Rescuers could find joy in seeing
how healthy and happy were Airedales that once entered Res-
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cue in negative, sometimes horrific conditions. Lots of en-
joyable conversation took place, mostly through the sharing
of Airedale stories, a seemingly inexhaustible topic.

The dogs also had a chance to meet once an-
other. There was no fighting between Airedales, just a few
minor "disagreements," so it was very satisfying to see how
well they all got along. There was a wide range of ages,
sizes, physical features, and idiosyncrasies, though all the
dogs shared two traits this day: good looks and excellent
behavior.

Once everyone had arrived, and food and drink had
been served, Deb left her grills to supervise games. Par-
ticipating Airedales bedazzled the audience with an artful
array of tricks, as well as by their cheese -catching (and
cheese-eating) talents. The acts ranged from one Aire-
dale's standing on his rear legs on command to another uri-
nating on the "stage" steps railing (no command neces-
sary). Prizes were awarded.

Immediately afterward, a group photo of owners
and dogs was taken. Positioning everyone for this photo
shoot proved to be a challenging task and entertaining
sight. Typical Airedale stubbornness and curiosity ruled
for a while, but eventually enough dogs, along with their
owners, faced the cameras.

Many attendees visited Blooming'Dales, the on -site
store featuring Airedale paraphernalia. Sales surpassed
eight hundred dollars.  In addition, a silent and then spir-
ited live auction brought in over four hundred dollars. The
long-awaited raffling off of the Airedale quilt attracted
almost nine hundred dollars.  This unique, highly valued
quilt, the creation of Kate Hefright, was won by Frances
Jarvis. And finally, various donations totaled almost
twenty -five hundred dollars!  One donation was promised
for some expensive physical therapy for a recently rescued
Airedale. The word "generous" understates this year's
contributors.  All of the money will be used for the needs
of rescues, some of whom require extensive medical treat-
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But the main purpose of Aire Faire is to
provide a fun opportunity for Airedale people
and their wonderful dogs to mingle and have a
good "Airedale Day." This goal seemed to have
been met again this year, based on feedback
from attendees.

Many thanks go out to all the volunteers
who put in hours of preparation and work to
make the event successful.  Special thanks go
out to Joey Fineran and Cindy Johnstonbaugh,
Rescue vice-president and placement director,
both of whom shared the brunt of the work.
Thanks also to all the Airedale lovers who at-
tended, who were so generous, and who shared
their experiences and their Airedales with one
another.  After all, it's the dogs that really
make the day worthwhile.

Rescue is currently planning to keep Aire
Faire an annual event. However, in light of the
much smaller attendance this year, and to retain
the novelty and freshness of the day, there is
some consideration of holding it every two
years. This is where the event's organizers
need some feedback from those who attend. If
you have strong feelings one way or the other,
please share them by e -mailing Joey Fineran at
Airedale911@nptd.net .




